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Chapter 18

So, the question isn’t whether these two events are distinguishable. The question 
is how much time separates the “blessed hope” of the rapture from the “appearing 
of the glory” when Jesus returns to earth. 

Amillennialists, postmillennialists, and historical premillennialists see that  y
the rapture and the return happen immediately after one another. 

Dispensational premillennialists take the “blessed  y hope” and the “appearing 
of the glory” to occur at different times. According to most dispensationalists, 
seven years or more may separate the rapture of the church from the return  
of Jesus.

Three views oF rapTure and reTurn

Dispensational 
Premillennialism

Amillennialism and 
Postmillennialism

Historical 
Premillennialism

The rapture of the church and 
the return of Jesus to earth 
occur at different times. They 
are separated by 7 years  
or more.

The rapture of the church and 
the return of Jesus to earth 
happen together. This event 
will occur at the end of  
the millennium.

The rapture of the church and 
the return of Jesus to earth 
happen together. This event 
will occur immediately before  
the millennium. 

The return of Jesus to earth  •
will occur some time after 
the rapture of the church. 

Most dispensationalists  •
place the rapture before the 
tribulation and the return at 
the end of the tribulation, 
immediately before  
the millennium. 

The church will be caught up  •
to meet Jesus  
(1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; 
Revelation 4:1–2); the 
church will return to earth 
after the tribulation as 
part of the Messiah’s royal 
retinue (Revelation 19:14).

The return of Jesus  •
to earth will occur 
immediately after the 
rapture of the church. 

The  • rapture will occur at 
the end of the millennium. 

The church will be caught  •
up to meet Jesus  
(1 Thessalonians 4:13–
18; Revelation 19:7–9) 
and will then immediately 
return to earth as part of 
the Messiah’s  
royal retinue  
(Revelation 19:14).

The return of Jesus  •
to earth will occur 
immediately after the 
rapture of the church. 

The  • rapture will occur 
after the tribulation and 
before the millennium. 

The church will be caught  •
up to meet Jesus  
(1 Thessalonians 4:13–
18; Revelation 19:7–9) 
and will then immediately 
return to earth as part of 
the Messiah’s  
royal retinue  
(Revelation 19:14).
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Three Views of Rapture
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Jesus talked a lot about the end of time and his second coming. These are 
key teachings that every Christian should know. So why don’t they?

Rose Guide to End-Times Prophecy is an easy-to-understand overview of 
Bible prophecy. It helps you understand the key portions of Scripture and 
explains different ways that Christians have interpreted them. Simple charts 
and illustrations help you see the whole picture. This book will give you 
confidence as you look at the Bible and at events in today’s newspapers. 
You will be better informed and will have a Christ-centered, biblically based 
view of Jesus’ second coming.
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Views of the End Times includes a definition, supporting Scriptures, a time 
line of the view’s popularity, and a sampling of Christian leaders supporting 
that view.

Includes 6-session DVD, Leader’s Guide, Participation Guide, PowerPoint®, 
PDF files with posters flyers, handouts, bulletin inserts, and banners, and the 
Four Views of the End Times pamphlet.
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Also available as a Pamphlet, PDF, eBook, and PowerPoint®.
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